
 

 
Little Naturalist 
January: Water 

 
Read the story of Water written by Frank Asch and then explore the properties of water 
through a science experiment, craft, and nature walk! Show us how wonderful water is during 
these activities on Instagram or Facebook using the hashtag #SwanerLN and tagging 
@swanerpreserve. Don’t forget to stop into Swaner EcoCenter to see Water/Ways, our newest 
traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian, Friday-Sunday from 10am-4pm!  
 

 
 
Science Experiment: Sink or Float  
Supplies:  

• Tub, pan, or bowl  
• Water 
• Natural materials (pinecones, sticks, leaves, rocks, bark, icicles, etc.) 

 
Instructions: 

1. Head outside to collect natural materials for your experiment! Gather a variety of items 
such as leaves, rocks, pinecones, and sticks. 

2. Fill a tub, pan, or bowl with water. 
3. Time to start the experiment! Try guessing before placing each item into the water: will 

it sink or float? Why do you think that? 
4. Create two piles – one for materials that sink, and one for materials that float.  
5. Try to observe what is similar or different between the items. What is similar or 

different about items that sink? What about those that float? 
6. To extend the experiment, try other items you find around the household (marbles, 

pennies, wood cork, Legos, etc.)!  
 
 
 



 

Craft: Coffee Filter Snowflakes  
 

 
 
Supplies: 

• Coffee filters 
• Washable markers  
• Paintbrush 
• Container with water or spray bottle filled with water  
• Scissors  
• Cardboard, newspaper, or other protective material  

 
Instructions: 

1. Find a scrap of cardboard, newspaper, or other protective material for your work space. 
This will help keep your table or floors protected during the activity.  

2. Using washable markers, color sections of the coffee filter. Tip: leave spaces of white 
between colors!  

3. Using either a spray bottle with water or paintbrush with water, apply small amounts of 
water over the colors. Wait between applications and observe! How does the water 
travel across the coffee filter? How does a single color change when water is applied? 
Were you able to create any new colors? 

4. Leave the coffee filter to dry. 
5. Once completely dry, it’s time to turn the coffee filter into a snowflake! 
6. Fold the coffee filter in half. 
7. Fold it again 1-3 more times. The more folds = more symmetry!  
8. Carefully take scissors and cut shapes (triangles, hearts, half circles etc.) around the 

edges of the coffee filter. Remember to not cut all the way to the end on the edges, or 
the snowflake will become many pieces!  

9. Unfold the coffee filter to view your snowflake!  
10. Display by taping onto windows, making a garland, etc.!  

 



 

Outdoor Activity: Water Nature Walk 
Supplies:  

• Observation Sheet 
• Pencil  

 
Instructions: 

1. Go over the three forms of water together as a family: 
a. Solid – water is in a frozen state, such as ice!  
b. Liquid – water is wet and fluid. This is the type we find when we drink water, 

take baths, see a river, etc. 
c. Gas – water in the form of vapor. This form of water cannot be seen by us!  

2. Head outside for a walk around your neighborhood, a nearby park, or on a local hike! 
Don’t forget your observation sheet and a pencil!   

3. As you’re exploring, take time to notice what’s around you! Where would water be 
located?  

4. Try to find examples of solid and liquid forms of water. Draw examples on your 
observation sheet! 

5. Discuss if the examples you observed are always in that form, or what factors cause 
them to change. 
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