
 

 
Little Naturalist 

December: Sustainable Holidays 
 
Read the story of Michael Recycle Saves Christmas written by Ellie Patterson and illustrated by 
Alexandra Colombo and then create your own upcycled holiday decoration or toy!  
 

 
 
Michael Recycle let Santa and his elves know that many toys can be made using what you 
already have. As we get closer to the holidays, you can choose to reuse common recyclable 
items and turn them into decorations or toys! How does reusing items in a new way help 
protect the environment? Show us your creations on Instagram or Facebook using the hashtag 
#SwanerLN and tagging @swanerpreserve. 
 
Bottle Cap Snowman 
 

 



 

 
Supplies:  

• Bottle caps  
• Paint 
• Paint brush  
• Colored paper or felt  
• Buttons or pom poms  
• Markers  
• Hot glue gun/sticks  
• String  

 
Procedures: 

1. Collect bottle caps from used beverage containers. They can be either plastic or metal!  
2. Paint the caps with white paint. Allow time to dry fully. 
3. Using a hot glue gun, glue the three caps on top of one another to create a snowman. 
4. Draw on eyes and buttons with a black marker. 
5. Draw or use orange construction paper to create a carrot nose. 
6. Use felt, paper, buttons, and/or pom poms to create a hat, scarf, or other accessory!  
7. Attach a piece of string onto the back of the top cap using a hot glue gun, making sure 

to create a loop.  
8. Hang your snowman on a tree branch! 

 
 
Tin Can Reindeer 
 

 
Supplies:  

• Tin cans  
• Paint  
• Paint brush  



 

• Markers 
• Googly eyes 
• Buttons or pom poms  
• Twigs/sticks  
• Hot glue gun/sticks 
• String 

 
Procedures:  

1. Collect tin cans from soups, beans, corn, etc. Be sure to rinse and dry thoroughly after!  
2. Use acrylic paint to cover the tin can with brown. Allow time to dry fully.  
3. Using a hot glue gun, attach two googly eyes and either a button or pom pom as a nose. 
4. Draw on a mouth using a black marker. 
5. Go outside to collect twigs/sticks for your reindeer’s antlers!  
6. Hot glue the twigs onto each side of the tin can.  
7. Use string to attach to the top for an ornament, or to the sides to act as the reigns! 

 
Nature Collection Box  
 

 
Supplies:  

• Shoebox  
• Cardboard 
• Paint 
• Paint brush 
• Markers  
• Scissors  
• Natural materials  

 
Procedures:  

1. Collect an empty shoebox with a lid. 
2. Decorate the sides of the shoebox and top of the lid with paint, markets, natural 

materials, etc.  



 

3. Measure the width of the shoebox. Cut 3-5 pieces of cardboard to that measurement to 
create compartment walls.  

4. Insert the pieces of cardboard strips into the shoebox, making sure they fit snuggly.  
5. If you would like to create smaller compartment boxes, measure the length of the of the 

shoebox. 
6. Cut 2 pieces of cardboard to that measurement. Cut two slits into each piece, about one 

inch from either end.   
7. Slide the two lengthwise pieces of cardboard into the shoebox, creating individual 

boxes. If any of the “walls” feel loose, you can add a strip of hot glue.  
8. Get outside! Go for a walk around your neighborhood, explore your own backyard, or 

try a local hike.  
9. Observe the natural world and collect items that are interesting, cool, pretty, make you 

curious, etc. Some ideas are rocks, pinecones, leaves, and flowers. Store those items in 
your collection box!  

 
 


